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ÅERCI ïthe European Railway Clusters Initiative ïfounded in 2010

Å16 railway clusters covering 17 European countries

Å> 2,000 companies (of which 1,500 SMEs) managed by regionally-focused clusters, 

universities, R&D organisations, education institutions, 

incubators, accelerators, é

10 years of ERCI ðthe network



òItõs all about bringing customers, suppliers 

and supply chain opportunities togetheró

ÅShift2Rail Support / 
Partner matchmaking in R&D projects

ÅSupport for small and medium-
sized enterprises

ÅAnnual ERCI Innovation Awards

ÅERCITaskforces

ÅBilateral Workshops

Åhttps://eurailclusters.com

https://eurailclusters.com/


ÅEvery year, the European Railway Clusters Initiative (ERCI) honours pioneering innovation projects 

from European rail industry companies with its annual ERCI Innovation Awards.

ÅThe ERCI Innovation Awards are organised and staged by the ERCI partner clusters; the 

submissions can come from European companies that provide products, systems, technologies, 

processes or services, with proven innovative features. 

ÅSubmissions are nominated by ERCI clusters and the competition is a 2-stage contest: 

Å1st stage: national or regional pre-selection 

(according to ERCI clustersô geographical area of responsibility) 

Å2ndstage: European competition

What about the ERCI Innovation Awards?



The selection of winners is based on the following criteria:

¶ Innovative features of the solution

¶ Economic and social benefits for the railway sector

¶ Integration of new digital technologies

¶Impact on òhuman capitaló

¶ Creation of the innovation by networking 

(cooperation and collaborating with other private or public entities)

ERCI Innovation Awards 

The evaluation criteria



Winners are selected by a European jury comprising independent experts representing industry, 

research and public authorities.

The categories of the ERCI Innovation Awards include:

¶òBest Large Enterpriseó

¶òBest SMEó

¶òCoup de Cïuró special jury prize

ERCI Innovation Awards 

The winning categories



ERCI Innovation Awards 2020

At theannual awardceremony, pioneeringinnovationsin railwaytechnology

receivewhattheydeserve: International recognition! 



ERCI Innovation Awards 2019

Best SME

D-Rail AB(Sweden)

Anti-derailing system

Best Large Enterprise

Siemens Mobility GmbH (Germany)

First autonomous tram in the world

Coup de CïurJury Prize

IVM Srl (Italy)

POWERVE



ERCI Innovation Awards 2018

Best SME

Perpetuum Ltd. (United Kingdom)

Wireless Sensor Nodes including vibration and 

temperature sensors, an energy harvester, a 

microprocessor and a wireless transmitter

Best Large Enterprise

DB Cargo AG (Germany)

Fully Automated Hump Yard Locomotive ï

Demonstrator (VAL2020)

Coup de CïurJury Prize

TRAXENS (France) 

Digital Freight Train



ERCI Innovation Awards 2017

Best SME

SIUT GmbH (Germany) 

Smart train platforms tiles 4.0

Best Large Enterprise

Bombardier Transportation (Germany, Austria)

Obstacle Detection Assistance System ĂODASò

Coup de CïurJury Prize

MER MEC S.p.A. (Italy)

Railway Network Asset Inventor



ERCI Innovation Awards 2016

Best SME

ubidata(Belgium) 

Combining a telematics hardware device 

with a big-data layer

Best Large Enterprise

Deutsche Bahn AG (Germany)

Eco DeMeTrain

Coup de CïurJury Prize

National Security Alliance (France) 

Ticketing app using biometrical information



ERCI Innovation Awards 2015

Best SME

Witt IndustrieElektronikGmbH (Germany) 

Train based Track Inspection System

Best Large Enterprise

NEWAG S.A. (Poland) 

The first in Europe Polish six-axle multi-system 

locomotive for heavy freight transport compliant 

with TSI

Coup de CïurJury Prize

SMTC (France)  

integrating an electromagnetic transmitter with a 

sandwich-type panel


